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The fundamental fact of agreement, however, between the
upholders and the opponents of the * type' theory stands clear.
Individual differences are too great to be ignored, and we
cannot successfully mete out 'average' treatment to all sorts
of people. Psychology took a great stride forward when its
professors forsook the armchair for the laboratory and estab-
lished the existence of individual differences; and none of its
findings has more profoundly influenced the practice of edu-
cation. It matters little whether or not the variations are
sufficiently clear-cut to be catalogued into types, or whether
they merge imperceptibly into one another. For few now
would accept the educational corollary once oflered by the
'type' psychologist—that we should classify our pupils
according to the types to which they belong. Such a course,
besides being impracticable, would almost certainly be un-
desirable. In some ways, no doubt, it might be advantageous
to have the pupils in a class all belonging to one type, say of
imagery; but no one would seriously contend that all in-
troverts should be herded together and so made more in-
troverted than ever. Introverts and extroverts will be the
more enabled to see one another's point of view, and to realize
that both have a contribution to make, if they are encouraged
to mix freely.
We must, in fact, give up the idea that we are teaching,
or ever can teach, a class: we can only teach the individuals
in the class. And, like Roger Ascham, we must "discretelie
consider the right disposition of their natures." To this end
teachers have fought, and fought successfully, for smaller
classes. The number of pupils entrusted to the care of one
teacher should be sufficiently small for him to know them as
individuals, for without such knowledge he may be setting
tasks that are congenitally impossible to many of them. The
real solution of the difficulty is not classification according
to types, but individualized instruction, as in the Montessori
method and under the Dalton plan, the success of which is
beyond doubt.
We can hardly leave the subject of types without some
reference to the vexed question of co-education, for the

